Summary. Rat 4. The maximum releasing effect also coincided with the critical micellar concentration of deoxycholate (1.5-2.5 mM).
Summary. Rat jejunum was perfused in vivo with sodium deoxycholate concentrations ranging from 0.125 to 4 mM. The release of total protein and some brush border hydrolases (sucrase, maltase, leucine aminopeptidase and alkaline phosphatase) was followed as a function of both the time and the deoxycholate concentration.
1. Protein and enzyme release increased during deoxycholate perfusion only at concentrations greater than 0.5 mM. For each case, a plateau was reached at 2 mM deoxycholate.
2. After removal o deoxycholate from the perfusion fluid, the rate of protein and enzyme release dropped to the control levels. Following perfusion with 0.125 mM deoxycholate, however, there was a stabilizing effect so that the release rate of sucrase, maltase and alkaline phosphatase (but not of protein and leucine aminopeptidase) was smaller than that of the controls.
3. Protein and enzyme release was correlated with the deoxycholate-induced changes in surface tension. Significant increases in the release rates began between 0.5 and 1 mM deoxycholate when the surface tension fell below 50 dynes/cm. The plateau observed at or above 2 mM deoxycholate coincided with the stabilization of surface tension at 46 dynes/cm. 4. The maximum releasing effect also coincided with the critical micellar concentration of deoxycholate (1.5-2.5 mM).
Introduction.
Among the neutral detergents, sodium deoxycholate (DOC) seems to be particularly suitable to study the structure and function of biological membranes (Philippot, 1971 ; Butters and Hughes, 1974) (Vasseur et al., 1978) , while 0.125 mM DOC has no immediate effect (Vasseur et al., 1979) .
In the present paper, we sought to enlarge this information by using DOC Sladen and Harries, 1972 ; Teem and Phillips, 1972) . These in vivo functional effects on the digestive and absorptive processes were probably not due to gross morphological damage. No effects on the mucosal structure as examined by light microscopy were seen either at 1 mM (Keeling et al., 1976 ; Shiner, 1969 ; Teem and Phillips, 1972) or at 2 mM DOC (Clark et al., 1967 ; Vasseur et at., 1978 
